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Be Entrepreneurial
Inspiring Students to Launch Businesses, Create 
Jobs and Drive the Canadian Economy

Securing traditional jobs is becoming increasingly diffi  cult for youth. 
According to Statistics Canada, the unemployment rate for youth 
between the ages of 15 and 24 is more than double that of the overall 
Canadian unemployment rate.

In this challenging job market, entrepreneurs are the key to job growth. 
Many Canadian youth have the passion to launch their own businesses 
to create jobs for themselves and others. However, the skills that young 
people need to run businesses aren’t taught in most schools.

JA’s Be Entrepreneurial program inspires grade 9-12 students to 
imagine a business venture while still in school. Volunteers from the local 
business community partner with classroom teachers to ignite students’ 
entrepreneurial spirit and help them create business plans.

By the end of Be Entrepreneurial, students will have created their own 
business plan. They will inspire them to see new opportunities, innovate 
and start businesses. 

Key Outcomes
In this interactive program, students will:

• Receive an introduction to
entrepreneurship

• Understand why planning is key to
starting a business

• Identify products or services they can
take to market

• Determine their competitive
advantage and defi ne a target market

• Lay the foundation for a venture and
develop a business strategy

• Learn what resources are available
to help them move forward with their
entrepreneurial dreams

“I learned to communicate effectively with others 
and know how to take a leadership role.”

— Grade 9, Be Entrepreneurial Student
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To volunteer to deliver this program or learn 
about other JA volunteer opportunities, visit:

 jaquebec.org (Volunteers)

For more information about Be Entrepreneurial, 
visit: 

jacquebec.org (School Program)

Inspiring and Preparing Young People to Succeed In the Global Economy
JA Canada is the country’s largest youth business education organization. Since 1955, we have inspired and educated 
more than four million students. Each year, more than 240,000 students across Canada participate in our financial 
literacy, work readiness and entrepreneurship programs. Through these programs, students gain the knowledge and 
confidence they need to succeed in school, business and life.  

Dedicated volunteers deliver all JA programs. They bring their professional experiences into the classroom to help 
students connect program concepts with real-life situations. Volunteers use a mix of hands-on activities, discussions and 
digital learning to engage students and ensure they retain and apply what they learn. 

Become a JA Volunteer
Help Students In Your Community Achieve Their Potential

Dedicated volunteers are at the core of JA Canada’s 
programs. Last year, more than 14,000 individuals 
volunteered with JA and helped transform the lives of 
Canadian youth.

As a JA volunteer, you’ll deliver programs in a local 
classroom – giving students critical financial and business 
knowledge. JA provides you with program materials, in-
depth training, and support to ensure that everyone has a 
fun and meaningful experience.

Bring JA to Your School
Prepare Your Students To Become Entrepreneurs

Be Entrepreneurial, and all JA programs, are taught by 
volunteers from your local community. This gives your 
students a unique opportunity to learn from actual business 
leaders. These volunteers share  their real-life stories and 
experiences, which makes the learning engaging and 
memorable. By imparting their knowledge, volunteers give 
students the confidence, skills and inspiration they need to 
launch a successful business.   

We offer flexible program delivery options, enabling you 
to fit Be Entrepreneurial within your curriculum goals and 
available class time.

Program availability may vary by location.

Financial Literacy
Work Readiness
Entrepreneurship
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